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Air Masses
(Photostory Activity)

To better understand the causes of weather we must first have an appreciation for the components which influence our atmosphere.  Since air masses play a major role, we will need to research their meaning and the elements which influence their development.  

We will use Photostory 3 to create a short video about air masses.  The website: http://okfirst.mesonet.org/train/meteorology/AirMasses.html will help gather the information to create text slides to place in the video.  

Step 1 Create Text Slides:

These text slides should be created in powerpoint and must address:
· What is an air mass

· What is a front

· What is a source region

· Descriptions of each of the five air masses which affect weather in the United States
· Description of how air masses are modified

Additional text slides should include the title, introduction and conclusion information.  Once text slides are completed be sure to save as powerpoint (for editing purposes) and as JPEG images.  Be sure to create a folder under your name on the server to place both the powerpoint and images slides.  Text slides will be evaluated by the teacher using the Text Slide Scoring Guide.

Step 2:  Images

Create a folder of possible images to use as you to support your text slides.  Since images are a critical part of the success of this video presentation, work hard at finding the right images to support your information.

Using Photostory

Once you open this software and import your text slides and images, periodically save the project.  Be sure to use the customized motion features to enhance the meaning of the video.  Also select the right music to establish and maintain the appropriate mood.  Finally, you must convert the project file into a Windows Media Video (wmv) in order to view as a movie.
